
 

Community Meeting Summary  

Date: Monday, May 12, 2025 

Time: 5:30 – 7:00 PM 

Location: Chico City Hall 

 

On Monday evening, May 12th, 2025, the City of Chico 

hosted a well-attended community meeting for the 

Downtown Revitalization Project at City Hall. Over 90 

community members participated in the event, which 

was designed to share project information and gather 

local input to help shape the future of downtown 

Chico. 

The meeting began with a detailed presentation by City staff and project representatives, followed by an 

interactive feedback session. The presentation offered a comprehensive overview of the Downtown 

Chico Revitalization Project, structured around key themes: 

Project Background and Purpose 

Noel Carvalho, Project Manager with the City of Chico 

Public Works Department, introduced the project and 

explained that a significant factor prompting the 
Downtown Chico Revitalization Project is the 
need to address aging underground 
infrastructure, including systems maintained by 
both the City and other utility providers. Once 
these underground upgrades are complete, 
roads and sidewalks will need to be 
reconstructed. He added that the revitalization initiative is an opportunity to reimagine the 

downtown to enhance safety, accessibility, and 

connectivity throughout the downtown core—

specifically improving travel between North and South 

Downtown for pedestrians, cyclists, drivers, and public 

transit users. A significant emphasis is placed on 

creating a more welcoming and functional 

environment for all users while aligning with the Butte 

County Association of Governments (BCAG) air quality 

goals. 
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Project Scope and Area 

He continued to explain that the project area encompasses Main and Broadway Streets from 1st Street 

to Humboldt Road, as well as portions of 3rd Street (between Salem and Orient) and 4th Street 

(between Salem and Cypress). The proposed upgrades aim to enhance the integration of infrastructure 

and public spaces within this key corridor. 

Existing Conditions 

Aaron Silva, Project Manager from Mark Thomas, presented a series of findings from the initial data 

gathering and traffic analysis. Highlights included: 

• Parking inventory and usage 

• Vehicle volumes and traffic flow 

• Existing crosswalk and bicycle facility conditions 

• Areas with frequent collisions and safety concerns 

He explained how analysis forms the foundation for identifying challenges and targeting areas for 

improvement, and how his team will work to present design concepts for review during the subsequent 

few meetings. 

Community Engagement Strategy 

Finally, Katie DeMaio from AIM Consulting emphasized the City's commitment to a robust and inclusive 

outreach process. This includes: 

• Multiple phases of engagement 

(Visioning, Needs Identification, and Plan 

Review) 

• Community surveys and pop-up events at 

local gatherings, including the farmers 

market and local college 

• Advisory committee meetings with 

stakeholders such as business owners, 

transit users, environmental groups, and 

residents 

• Six community workshops and a traveling “road show” 

to reach a broad audience 

Stakeholder Input 

Initial feedback from the project’s first stakeholder meeting in April was shared, focusing on: 

• Traffic and truck loading issues 

• Limited biking and walking infrastructure 

• Opportunities to improve transit access and overall mobility 

Engagement Events Slide 



 

• Enhancing streetscape elements (e.g., lighting, landscaping, seating) to create a livelier, more 

attractive downtown 

Project Timeline 

The project team ended the presentation with a project timeline explaining that the revitalization effort 

will unfold in phases through mid-2026: 

• Phase 1 (Feb–Aug 2025): Identifying existing conditions and gathering public vision 

• Phase 2 (Aug 2025–Feb 2026): Defining community needs through feedback at workshops and 

events 

• Phase 3 (Feb–Jun 2026): Presenting and refining the draft plan based on final community input 

 

 

Question and Answer: 

Below is a detail of the community question and answer session before the open house breakout: 

• Q: Can you go over the project boundaries? Is the 

roundabout included? 

o A: Yes, the roundabout is included in the 

project boundaries. 

• Q: When is the city sewer project going to take 

place? 

o A: The sewer project is scheduled to 

precede the construction of the downtown 

revitalization project and is planned for 

June, with an estimated cost of $30–50 

million. Funding still needs to be secured. 

The downtown project is scheduled to begin in 

2029 or 2030. The current phase is focused on 

planning and community input. Sewer work is tentatively scheduled for 2028–2029. 

• Q: Will there be opportunities to have meetings with walking groups? 

o A:  Yes, we are open to a flexible engagement process. We are interested in hearing 

about the formats that work best, including walk audits and other community-based 

activities.  

Project Timeline 
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• Q: Downtown includes 3rd and 4th Street. Will you assess traffic flow between them before 

addressing ADA violations (Plum, Pine, Cypress, Olive)? 

o A: Yes, traffic analysis is part of the process. Fehr and Peers are conducting the traffic 

study.  The study will consider who can use the streets and aim to include non-walking 

citizens. 

• Q: Priorities matter. What are the city's goals, and how are priorities being established? 

o A: Our work is guided by the General Plan, Active Transportation Plan (ATP), Downtown 

Access Action Plan, and other policies. We aim to integrate these priorities to maximize 

community space and balance multiple objectives, including traffic flow and accessibility. 

• Q: At the recent General Plan meeting, there was 

talk about loosening parking rules to support infill 

development. How will that affect businesses 

worried about parking availability? 

o A: We recognize the need to strike a 

balance between residential infill and 

business needs. There is discussion about a 

new parking structure to accommodate 

increased demand. Our goal is to revitalize 

downtown without compromising business 

access. 

• Q: Will the Climate Action Plan (CAP) and Heat 

Adaptation Plan be incorporated into this revitalization 

effort? 

o A: Yes, these plans will be considered and integrated into the overall revitalization 

strategy. 

• Q: How are decisions being made? 

o A: Ultimately, the City Council will adopt the final plan. After robust public engagement, 

a range of options and priorities will be presented to the council for final decision-

making. 

• Q: Who is in the stakeholder group? 

o A: The group includes 40 businesses and organizations. We’ve aimed for a broad range 

of perspectives and are open to adding more. Organizations like Chico Vela and local bike 

clubs are part of the advisory group. 

• Q: What about walking and sidewalks? Many downtown sidewalks are difficult for older adults 

to navigate. 

o A: We’ve heard this concern. Sidewalk conditions will be addressed. Parklets have 

provided valuable resting areas, and their benefits are being considered in the design. 

• Q: How will aesthetics and authenticity be preserved? 

o A top priority is ensuring the project aligns with the community's character. We aim to 

preserve the authentic look and feel of downtown Chico. 

• Q: What about parking services for Chico State and promoting engagement? 
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o A: Everyone will have a chance to share their 

ideas. The public has requested improved 

access to information—we’ll update the 

website to include upcoming meetings and 

resources. Six more engagement meetings 

are scheduled to gather a wide range of 

feedback. 

Interactive Open House: 

Following the presentation and question-and-answer 

session, the meeting transitioned into an interactive open 

house format. Attendees were invited to visit a series of 

informational stations focused on: 

• Potential biking infrastructure options 

• Streetscape design concepts 

• Project goals and priorities 

• Interactive maps for location-specific feedback 

City staff and project team members were on hand to 

answer questions and engage with residents on key issues, 

including mobility, safety, and accessibility. Community 

members provided valuable feedback on priorities and 

challenges, contributing ideas to support a more inclusive 

and functional downtown area. In addition to providing 

verbal feedback, community members participated in 

interactive board displays where they could vote on project 

priorities, preferred streetscape enhancements, and biking 

infrastructure preferences. 

Results from Community Voting Board Displays: 
Top Two Project Priorities: 

• Improve Walkability – 37 community members 

Project team assisting community 
members through open house activities 
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Improve Bikeability – 26 community members 

• Streetscape Enhancements – 23 community members 
• Connections to Downtown – 6 community members 
• Public Transit – 5 community members 

Top Two Streetscape Enhancements: 

• Landscaping/Shade Trees – 43 community members 
• Wider Sidewalks – 27 community members 
• High Visibility Crosswalks – 16 community members 
• Lighting – 14 community members 
• Curb Extensions – 9 community members 
• Street Furniture – 8 community members 

Top Two Biking Preferences: 

• Class 4 Bikeway (Physical Barrier) – 47 community 
members 

• Protected Intersection for Bikes – 29 community 
members 

• Bike Parking – 13 community members 
• Bike Conflict Striping – 9 community members 
• Class 2 Bike Lane (No Barrier) – 5 community members 
• Class 3 Bike Lane (Share the Lane) – 2 community 

members 

This hands-on format gave residents a meaningful opportunity 
to influence project direction and design decisions. Community 
members also participated in an interactive activity involving 
four identical printed maps of the project area. Using sticky 
notes, they provided location-specific feedback on topics such as 
safety, accessibility, and connectivity. Each map received 
approximately 40 comments, highlighting both shared priorities 
and localized concerns from across the community. 

Community members writing project map 
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Please view Appendix A to see all comments made on each project map. 

In addition to the map activity, community members were 
provided with comment cards to share more detailed feedback on 
any aspect of the project. These written comments offered 
valuable insights into residents’ broader concerns and ideas, 
beyond what was captured on the maps or voting boards. A total 
of 39 comment cards were submitted. 

Please view Appendix B to read all comment card submissions 
from community members. The comments have been organized 
into five categories: Traffic, Street Configuration, and Safety; Bike 
and Pedestrian Infrastructure; Parking and Business Impacts; 
Aesthetics, Amenities, and Community Vitality; and Other. 

The City of Chico thanks everyone who attended and encourages 

those who could not make it to visit the project website at 

http://www.chicodowntownplan.com for more information, project updates, and opportunities to get 

involved. 

Appendix A 

Map #1 

1. Bike Lanes Salem & Wall 

2. What’s planned for the Bidwell mansion traffic? 

3. Crosswalk. 

http://www.chicodowntownplan.com/


 

4. Safer walking boundaries, thinking about Chico 

High School students and their access to 

downtown. 

5. Way more trash cans. 

6. Make the first Street intersection a pedestrian 

scramble; pedestrians are sitting ducks at the 

pedestrian street art. 

7. Pedestrian scramble and intersection art to slow 

down cars and increase awareness of 

pedestrians and bicycles. 

8. Three 12-foot lane one-ways are a speedway, 

are unsafe, and hinder economic vitality. 

9. Street lights!! 

10. Parking garage. 

11. There is a need for another parking garage, as 

finding parking can be challenging at times. 

12. Bike lane on Fourth Street. 

13. Diagonal crosswalks in downtown areas. 

14. No bike lane on the third. 

15. Prioritize the people!!! 

16. Protected class two bike lanes on Main and 

Broadway. 

17. Fewer lanes for cars, more facilities for bikes, pedestrians, and transit. 

18. More recycling, trash, and compost bins help the environment. 

19. Traffic calming! Street design that supports it. 

20. Reduce road width, install medians. Create friction to slow vehicles and increase safety. 

21. Reduce the number of lanes on Main and Broadway by one and build wider sidewalks and bike 

lanes. 

22. Need a much better crosswalk with pedestrian lights on Highway 32 

23. Pedestrian-friendly, bike-friendly 

24. Unsafe intersection makes pedestrians scramble.  

25. Oh my God, this intersection is so scary. 

26. Make Broadway bike-friendly to increase people-scale interactions. 

27. Partlets. 

28. Fix potholes. 

29. Four bike shops in the project area, three on a bike-unfriendly street. 

30. Fourth and fifth bike and pedestrian connecting to the park. 

31. Will there be bike facilities for safety? 

32. Has potential new residential been considered? 

33. Don’t take away lanes of traffic. 

34. How will businesses receive their deliveries? 

Map #1 



 

35. Climate goals need to be included. 

36. Keep trees watered. 

37. During construction, will we have to drive around downtown? Or will the streets be redone in 

sections? 

38. Present the DCBA with extensive data demonstrating that slower streets increase business. 

Map #2 

1. Connect to the new bike pass. 

2. Transition from the bike path along Esplanade to 

Broadway is very awkward on a bike. 

3. This intersection needs some love and attention. 

Does not feel safe biking or scooting on. 

4. Business trucks loading and unloading block bike 

traffic. 

5. No bike lane on Main. Moved to Wall Street. 

6. This cyclist wants to ride with the lights in 

protected lanes on Main and Broadway. 

7. DTCFM, is it increasing in plan? 

8. Stop signs for cars versus crossings for 

pedestrians. Unsafe due to misalignment. 

9. Site banners are on every corner. 

10. Fewer lanes, more fun! 

11. No bike lane on Broadway has been moved to 

Salem. 

12. Connect to the park. 

13. Yes to bike lanes on Main & Broadway.  

14. Congestion charge. 

15. More crosswalks/stoplights. A high school student is 

trying to walk places. 

16. More trees, trash cans, and benches. 

17. Overall, ADA improvements in neighborhoods around downtown 

18. Redesign this coho triage for bike and pedestrian access 

19. Death triangle. Amen! 

20. Wider sidewalks, more time to cross streets, and trees needed for beauty and shade. 

21. Connect to the park and bike pass. Yes! 

22. Connection to Humboldt Road for the bike path network. Yes! 

23. Improve Humboldt Road. 

24. Better connections to the 1-mile bike path. 

25. Residential with heavy traffic speed bumps on the third. 

26. Terrible crosswalk without proper curbing and/or signals. Heavy collision intersections. 

27. Bike lane on the fourth connecting to the park. Yes! 

Map #2 



 

28. The third gateway to Bidwell Park features protected bike lanes from downtown to the park. 

29. Fourth Gateway to Bidwell Park, featuring a floating parkway and protected bike lanes leading to 

the park. 

Map #3 

1. Expand the awesome new Esplanade path into 

downtown! 

2. Make Broadway into a pedestrian scramble 

intersection. No cars go and pedestrians walk at 

the same time. 

3. Wider shady sidewalks. 

4. More parking. 

5. Narrow down car lanes due to slow traffic. 

Dedicate all that space on Salem to bike-

protected bike lanes. 

6. Install raised crosswalks, which also serve as 

speed bumps, at all intersections. 

7. Visual crosswalk (flags) 

8. Reduce to two lanes, 10 feet apart 

9. Reduced to two lanes, 10 feet wide. I second 

this! 

10. Shade, please, to sit. 

11. Two lanes down from three. Yeah! 

12. Blinking crosswalk lights. 

13. Label crosswalks. 

14. Fix potholes first. 

15. Time lights for 15 mph. Agreed! 

16. Wider sidewalks with parking alternatives for those areas. 

17. Curb extensions enhance visibility and safety for pedestrians. 

18. Ban cars. 

19. Reduce Broadway and Main to two lanes—bikes on Salem and Wall St. 

20. Protected bike lanes on Broadway. 

21. Protected bike lanes on Main. 

22. Salem, Wall, and Flume should be primarily the bike routes. 

23. Main and Broadway need a lower speed limit with signal lights set to control speed. 

24. Speed limits? 

25. Provide bicycles with a safe way to access the co-op! 

26. Safety? 

27. Ensure that you go all the way to Humboldt for future connectivity. 

28. Sidewalks often fail to meet ADA requirements, particularly in terms of the fourth and fifth 

elements, which impact speed, cross-traffic, and parking. 

Map #3 



 

29. Work with Caltrans to relinquish 32 to local control within city limits. 

30. Traffic is too fast on Eighth; the bike lane is too narrow. 

31. Traffic is too fast, and bike lanes are too narrow on Ninth. 

32. Make East Avenue into State Highway instead of Ninth and Eighth. 

Map #4 

1. Connect Chico High to downtown, bikes! 

2. Fix the crosswalk from Monica to CHSC, it’s always 

hard to cross. 

3. Connect the Esplanade bike lines to downtown 

with a clean project. 

4. Square up Esplanade to first and reclaim the space 

for the slip lane to Bradley. 

5. Connect the bike lane and bike parking east of First 

Street to Broadway. 

6. Converting Main and Broadway to two-way traffic 

naturally slows. 

7. Safe bike parking protected from cars. 

8. Have bike traffic on streets other than Main and 

Broadway to prevent bottlenecks. 

9. Maintain two lanes on Main and Broadway for 

traffic and delivery trucks for the next 45 years. 

10. Play clean in the parking lot on Madden Broadway 

to improve business access. 

11. Need to keep or increase parking. 

12. Maintain a smooth flow through downtown, rather than 

having just two lanes with one blocked by delivery vehicles. 

13. Two lanes of car traffic are too slow. 

14. Protected bike lanes on Salem rather than downtown would spruce up Salem at the same time. 

15. Parklets. 

16. Don’t push bikes onto peripheral streets. Add lanes on Main and Broadway. 

17. Parklets. 

18. Better lighting. 

19. Protected bike lanes with wider sidewalks. 

20. Decrease lanes from 3 to 2 on Main and Broadway. 

21. The Thursday Night Market proves that we can do without three-lane, one-way streets. 

22. Retain large, established trees; otherwise, it will become like Miriam Park if you remove all the 

trees and replant them all at once. 

23. There will be accidents if Main and Broadway are reduced to one lane each; keeping two lanes 

would be better. 

24. Reduce parking by adding more park outlets, wider sidewalks, and bike lanes. 

Map #4 



 

25. Please don’t take away any parking spaces; we already have too few. Businesses need parking. 

26. Less parking, more bike lanes. 

27. Overhead stoplights. 

28. Add becnet.org to the stakeholder group. 

29. Native plants and trees that won’t drop gross things on the streets. 

30. Main and Broadway should be as close as possible to calm traffic. 

31. Install a bike lane on Salem or Flume, as Main and Broadway are too congested. 

32. I was hit by a car here. 

33. It would be awesome to close down streets to make pedestrians a priority! 

34. VINAGSAL needs to be included. 

35. Overhead stop plates on Wall Street. 

36. Dangerous for anyone not in a car. 

37. Speed limits with lights flashing. 

38. Create a safer bike lane for Broadway and Maine (CCD, CHS). 

39. Converting bike lanes into downtown makes it easier for bikes and harder for cars. 

40. Adopt an extreme heat plan and climate action plan. 

41. Connect downtown to Old Humboldt Road for bikes. 

42. One-way streets were introduced for faster car traffic. Rethink that assumption and results! 

43. Fix potholes everywhere.  

44. Potholes are dangerous for bike commuters. 

45. Bike lanes, please!  

46. Salem Street has narrow car lanes. Add wide protected bike lanes. 

Appendix B 

Traffic, Street Configuration & Safety: 

• I know the plan is to eliminate one lane on Main and Broad, but even having two lanes seems 

excessive. Downtown should be the destination, and you shouldn’t be going through it for a 

commute. If two lanes are maintained, they should be as narrow as the specifications allow to 

calm traffic. People should not feel comfortable driving fast in a place where we’re trying to 

encourage heavy pedestrian traffic. The noise alone from vehicles can make a public space 

unpleasant and undesirable, and that’s currently the case downtown. 

• The downtown streets’ configuration is designed to move cars through downtown quickly. That 

is the opposite of what creates a healthy downtown. Main and Broadway are three lanes, 12’ 

wide, and one-way, creating a speedway that is unsafe. The posted speed limit doesn’t matter. 

The config allows them to drive fast. Need to convert one-way to two-way traffic and create 

natural friction to slow vehicles. Many cities have implemented this, such as Lowell, Louisville, 

and Vancouver. Increases business visibility and exposure, while also enhancing safety. 

• I would like to see more education from hired experts on what past projects have revealed and 

the data that has been collected. Does parking improve or hurt businesses, or is pedestrian 

infrastructure beneficial? Does widening the sidewalk increase foot traffic, and what gets people 

to come and spend time and money in a revitalized downtown? Majority rule does not always 



 

guarantee the best or correct option, and I would like to see hired staff help people make 

informed decisions. 

• Downtown’s one-way streets are explicitly designed to move more cars through downtown more 

quickly. We know the assumption is flawed. Businesses need slower, more thoughtful 

engagement with potential customers, travelers need safer routes and climate, and geometric 

realities mean we need to de-prioritize cars. Reopening the decision to maintain two one-way, 

three-lane main throughfares will radically transform the options available to us. 

• We need protected bike lanes for Broadway and Main Streets. Slower traffic is encouraged to 

promote a sense of safety and encourage people to come downtown and shop, with more 

outdoor dining options. Enhance accessibility for individuals with mobility impairments. 

Encourage Chico State students to leave their cars at home and spend their dollars downtown. 

Engage with Chico State students and the Alternative Transportation Committee. 

• I honestly liked the Complete Streets project in its initial iteration and would have been happy to 

see it come to fruition. I would love to see more limited car lanes (down to two), protected bike 

lanes, wider sidewalks, better lighting, more native plants, and accessibility access for people 

with mobility or visual impairments. Wayfinding and placemaking would be amazing too! I 

appreciate the level of feedback you are all providing and hope that the loud minority doesn’t 

hinder the necessary progress for Downtown Chico. Thank you all! 

• No separate bicycle lanes, but utilize the concept of cars as “guests”-as seen in the Netherlands 

— in many business districts. Speed limits are very low, and streets are engineered to make 

people very uncomfortable going faster than 10-15 mph. Motor vehicles yield to all other traffic 

pedestrians are free to cross anywhere, not just at intersections. 

• Don’t let downtown businesses dictate the decisions being made. They are scared and just need 

reassurance that the final product is worth it. And it’s not just for them, it’s for all of us. We need 

bike lanes on Main and Broadway. We cannot see actual changes if we are only focused on 

vehicles. Bikes should not be pushed out onto peripheral streets. They need direct access to 

shops and restaurants as well as direct connections to existing bike lanes. 

• More trees, flowers, and bike lanes. The Saturday market is one of my favorite activities in Chico. 

Still, I have an idea to relocate the market to the downtown roads, similar to the Thursday 

market, to construct a parking garage near Wall Street, across from the Garden walls. Get more 

students involved! Something for the hot summers, misters! 

• I believe it’s essential to enhance the safety of downtown for pedestrians and cyclists. Driving is 

very confusing, and one thing I’ve noticed is that there is a lack of clear direction as to which 

streets are one-way. Where bike lanes are, and the stoplights are on the sides only, decreases 

their visibility and leads to many drivers running red lights. 

• The downtown area is particularly hazardous for cyclists. Increased bike safety and infrastructure 

will improve visitation and business success. Slowing traffic will additionally promote a lively 

community atmosphere. Top priorities should be: one, protected bike lanes; two, reduced 

parking and increased bike parking; three, public spaces for seating and eating. 

• Aesthetics: Add more tree canopy. Environmental: Install bioswales to manage water runoff and 

increase urban canopy coverage. Recreation: Park benches for people to relax on, more sun 



 

protection. Safety: The intersection at 1st & Esplanade is hazardous for pedestrians, bicyclists, 

and traffic. There is always a food/drink delivery truck parked on the road as soon as you turn 

onto Broadway Street going South on Esplanade (in front of Aca Taco). 

• From a business owner’s perspective, not much is being addressed. The concerns our customers 

voice are access to parking and public safety. From an operator’s perspective, removing lanes 

can potentially create congestion and safety problems for delivery drivers. Thank you for your 

efforts. 

• There are no bike lanes on Broadway and Main. Bulb out all crosswalks for pedestrian safety. 

Create a few Instagram-worthy walks. Lighting means more safety. Keep as much parking as 

possible (diagonal). Parking garage (new one). Close downtown 3rd or 4th to encourage a “third 

place” like Peace St./ Gram Valley. 

• As a small business owner, I am opposed to bike lanes on Main and Broadway. Please maintain 

the bike lanes on Wall Street and Salem Street. We cannot afford to lose parking spaces on Main 

Street and Broadway; we need better sidewalks, no cracks or roots, and improved lighting. 

• Improve connectivity between Chico High School and downtown. How will students ride through 

downtown to get to school? How can students quickly and effectively ride to lunch? Quick and 

safe bike routes equal more business for downtown. Many students use scooters- how will this 

be addressed? Idea: Convert the frontage road from CHA to the Mansion into a bike-only lane, 

providing direct access from CHS to downtown. 

• Traffic calming is the top priority: one lane of two-way traffic, 10 feet wide. Two: time traffic 

lights on Main and Broadway for a 12-15 mph bicycle speed. Three: Install raised crosswalks, 

similar to bicycle-friendly speed bumps, on all four crossings at every intersection. Four: Put the 

parking between the bicycle lane and the motor vehicle lane. Five: Make it easy for bicycles to 

roll up onto the sidewalks along the full length of the bike lanes, allowing bicyclists to stop, 

wayfind, patronize a business, greet a friend, etc. Six: bike lanes on both Main and Broadway. 

• The downtown area is hazardous for slow walkers due to the limited seconds to cross the street, 

and also dangerous for bikers. We need flashing crosswalks and noticeable bike lanes. If we 

remove a lane for cars, but increase the length of the light, the same number of vehicles will be 

able to pass through. Also, the speed limit is too fast. Downtown is beautiful; there is no reason 

to speed through it and put others in danger. 

• Our downtown area is beautiful, unique, and historically significant, but revitalization is 

necessary for its sustainability and continued growth. I love spending time in European towns 

for their wide sidewalks, safe bike lanes, large outdoor dining and shopping areas, and cars are 

necessary too; however, to increase buyers, it seems logic dictates another method of level 

structure. This also supports the idea that apartments above ground increase income for 

owners. Chico downtown with more art! It can become a true destination for tourism—the Chico 

State family. As an Enloe employee for over 20 years, I will also support recruitment. 

• The intersection near the children’s park and the areas where people enter or exit downtown 

from the avenues - the intersections here feel dangerous and are hard to navigate by bike or on 

foot. I’m always nervous entering downtown with the cars. It would be great to have a few core 

blocks on Broadway, between Esplanade and the central plaza, converted to pedestrian-only 



 

areas. With a central planter and large trees that make downtown cooler. Less street parking, 

fewer cars, more of them on exterior streets and parking garages. 

• I’d like protected bike lanes on Main and way. More lighting in the streets outside of downtown. 

Shade trees through downtown. 

• Wide bike lanes support older adults (including those using tricycles)—dropped bike lanes on 

8th and throughout. Permeable materials weather pass CAP adoption, and extreme heat 

adoption within this plan—Non-block street treatment. Cool pavement. Solar paint on campus. 

Protect fish in creeks. 

• One: What happens to bikers if you remove bike lanes off of Main & Broadway – can we still go 

ahead but w/o bike lanes? We just take a lane if necessary. Two: I don’t want it to be bike lanes. 

Everyone loves the Esplanade bike path, in a location with numerous asphalt paths and sharp 

corners. Three: It would be nice if we could arrange transportation for people to and from 

Bidwell Park. Four: We need wider sidewalks, more parklets, and seating areas. Five: Old folks 

and people who just want to sit. Six: You need to tell people that services and infrastructure 

improvements are expected around 2030? – It always needs comments. 

Bike & Pedestrian Infrastructure: 

• I know the plan is to eliminate one lane on Main and Broadway, but even having two lanes 

seems excessive. Downtown should be the destination, and you shouldn’t be going through it for 

a commute. If two lanes are maintained, they should be as narrow as the specifications allow to 

calm traffic. People should not feel comfortable driving fast in a place where we’re trying to 

encourage heavy pedestrian traffic. The noise alone from vehicles can make a public space 

unpleasant and undesirable, and that’s currently the case downtown. 

• I would like to see more education from hired experts on what past projects have revealed and 

the data that has been uncovered. Does parking improve or hurt businesses, or is pedestrian 

infrastructure beneficial? Does widening the sidewalk increase foot traffic, and what gets people 

to come and spend time and money in a revitalized downtown? Majority rule does not always 

mean the best or correct option, and I would like to see hired staff help people make an 

informed decision. 

• We need protected bike lanes for Broadway and Main Streets. Slower traffic is encouraged to 

encourage people to come downtown to feel safe and shop. More outdoor dining options. 

Improve accessibility for those with mobility issues. Encourage Chico State students to leave 

their cars at home and spend their dollars downtown. Engage with Chico State students and the 

Alternative Transportation Committee. 

• I honestly liked the complete streets project in its first iteration and would have been happy to 

see it come to fruition. I would love to see more limited car lanes (down to two), protected bike 

lanes, wider sidewalks, better lighting, more native plants, and accessibility access for people 

with mobility or visual impairments. Wayfinding and placemaking would be amazing too! I 

appreciate the level of feedback you all are taking and hope that the loud minority doesn’t stop 

the very necessary progress for Downtown Chico. Thank you all! 



 

• No separate bicycle lanes, but use the concept of cars as “guests” like they do in the Netherlands 

in many business districts. Speed limits are very low, and streets are engineered to make people 

very uncomfortable going faster than 10-15 mph. Motor vehicles yield to all other traffic 

pedestrians are free to cross anywhere, not just at intersections. 

• Don’t let the downtown businesses bully decisions being made. They are scared and just need 

reassurance that the final product is worth it. And it’s not just for them, it’s for all of us. We 

really need bike lanes on Main and Broadway. We cannot see true changes if we are only 

focused on vehicles. Bikes should not be pushed out onto peripheral streets. They need direct 

access to shops and restaurants as well as direct connections to existing bike lanes. 

• Prioritizing bikes is very important, but parking even now is a struggle; expanding and taking 

more parking away affects many. Parking structure opportunities and better access to downtown 

are very beneficial to think about. 

• More trees, flowers, and bike lanes. Saturday market is one of my favorite activities in Chico, but 

one of my ideas is moving the market to the downtown roads like the Thursday market in order 

to put a parking garage near Wall St., across from the Garden walls. Get more students involved! 

Something for the hot summers, misters! 

• I think it’s important to improve the safety of downtown for pedestrians and bikers. Driving is 

very confusing, and one thing I’ve noticed is that there is not enough direction as to which 

streets are one-way. Where bike lanes are, and the stoplights being on the sides only decrease 

their visibility and lead to many drivers running red lights. 

• The downtown area is particularly hazardous for cyclists. Increased bike safety and infrastructure 

will improve visitation and business success. Slowing traffic will additionally promote a lively 

community atmosphere. Top priorities should be: one, protected bike lanes; two, reduced 

parking and increased bike parking; three, public spaces for seating and eating. 

• Aesthetics: Add more tree canopy. Environmental: Install bioswales to manage water runoff and 

increase urban canopy coverage. Recreation: Park benches for people to relax on, more sun 

protection. Safety: Intersection @ 1st & Esplanade is dangerous for pedestrians, bikers, and 

traffic. There is always a food/drink delivery truck parked on the road as soon as you turn onto 

Broadway Street going South on Esplanade (in front of Aca Taco). 

• Fantastic Presentation and communication. So far, the process seems sincere at heart! It’s so 

important- thanks. It’s exciting to have the opportunity to reinvision downtown Chico. Not only 

for locals, but people love to travel to walkable/bikeable places. It can be a big bonus to draw 

people to Chico. It’s super important to connect bike and walking paths to downtown. 

• No bike lanes on Broadway and Main. Bulb out all crosswalks for pedestrian safety. Create a few 

Instagram vibe x walks. Lighting means more safety. Keep as much parking as possible (diagonal). 

Parking garage (new one). Close downtown 3rd or 4th to encourage a “third place” like Peace 

St./ Gram Valley. 

• As a small business owner, I am opposed to bike lanes on Main and Broadway. Please maintain 

the bike lanes on Wall Street and Salem Street. We cannot afford to lose parking spaces on Main 

Street and Broadway: better sidewalks, no cracks or roots, and better lighting. 



 

• Improve connectivity between Chico High School and downtown. How will students ride through 

downtown to get to school? How can students quickly and effectively ride to lunch? Quick and 

safe bike routes equal more business for downtown. Many students use scooters- how will this 

be addressed? Idea: make the frontage road from CHA to the Mansion a bike-only lane for direct 

access from CHS to downtown. 

• Traffic calming is the top priority: one lane of two-way traffic, 10 feet wide. Two: time traffic 

lights on Main and Broadway for a 12-15 mph bicycle speed. Three: Install raised crosswalks like 

bicycle-friendly speed bumps on all four crossings at every intersection. Four: Put the parking 

between the bicycle lane and the motor vehicle lane. Five: Make it easy for bicycles to roll up 

onto the sidewalks along the full length of the bike lanes, allowing bicyclists to stop, wayfind, 

patronize a business, greet a friend, etc. Six: bike lanes on both Main and Broadway. 

• If we add bike paths, parking will become an issue. To counteract this, we should put a parking 

garage where farmers’ markets are held and allow farmers’ markets to be held on the street like 

the ones on Thursday nights. 

• The downtown area is particularly hazardous for slow walkers due to the limited time to cross 

the street, and also poses a danger to bikers. We need flashing crosswalks and noticeable bike 

lanes. If we remove a lane for cars, but increase the length of the light, the same number of cars 

will be able to pass through. Also, the speed limit is too fast. Downtown is beautiful; there is no 

reason to speed through it and put others in danger. 

• Our downtown is charming, unique, and historical, but revitalization is necessary for 

sustainability and growth. I love spending time in European towns for their wide sidewalks, safe 

bike lanes, large amount of outdoor dining and shopping, and, of course, cars are necessary too; 

however, to increase buyers, logic suggests another method of level structure. This also 

supports apartments above, increasing income for owners. Chico downtown with more art! It 

can become a true destination for tourism—the Chico State family. As an Enloe employee for 

over 20 years, I will also support recruitment. 

• I think it is essential to address the safety issue surrounding biking and accessibility. However, as 

someone whose mom owns a small business, where I also work, I understand the importance of 

parking accessibility in attracting more customers and keeping businesses afloat. Please consider 

this. 

• In terms of parking, we definitely need another parking garage if the plan is to eliminate parking 

on main streets like Broadway. The parking garage idea on Wall Street may impact Saturday 

morning market businesses, so they should address this by either creating a parking garage 

elsewhere or relocating the market to a nearby location. I’m in favor of the idea of widening the 

sidewalks and introducing a bike path where the parking is. Still, we need a solution for the 

parking issue, because that is a priority for many people. 

• The intersection near the children’s park and the areas where people enter or exit downtown 

from the avenues - the intersections here feel dangerous and difficult to navigate by bike or on 

foot. I’m always nervous entering downtown with the cars. It would be great to have a few core 

blocks on Broadway between Esplanade and the central plaza converted to pedestrian-only. 



 

With a central planter and large trees that make downtown cooler. Less street parking, fewer 

cars, more of them on exterior streets and parking garages. 

• I’d like protected bike lanes on Main and Broadway. More lighting in the streets outside of 

downtown. Shade trees through downtown. 

• Wide bike lanes support older adults (including those using tricycles). Dropped bike lanes on 8th 

and throughout. Permeable materials weather the passage of CAP adoption and extreme heat 

within this plan. Non-block street treatment. Cool pavement. Solar paint on campus. Protect fish 

in creeks. 

• One: What happens to bikers if you remove bike lanes on Main and Broadway – can we still 

proceed without bike lanes? We just take a lane if necessary. Two: I don’t want it to be bike 

lanes. Everyone loves the Esplanade bike path – in a location with numerous asphalt paths and 

sharp corners. Three: It would be nice if we could arrange transportation for people to and from 

Bidwell Park. Four: We need wider sidewalks, more parklets, and seating areas. Five: Old folks 

and people who just want to sit. Six: You need to tell people that services and infrastructure 

improvements = around 2030? – It always needs comments. 

Parking & Business Impacts: 

• The downtown streets’ configuration is designed to move cars through downtown quickly. That 

is the opposite of what creates a healthy downtown. Main and Broadway are three lanes, 12’ 

wide, and one-way, creating a speedway that is unsafe. The posted speed limit doesn’t matter. 

The config allows them to drive fast. Need to convert one-way to two-way traffic and create 

natural friction to slow vehicles. Many cities have done this (Lowell, Louisville, Vancouver). 

Increases business visibility and exposure, while also enhancing safety. 

• I would like to see more education from hired experts on what past projects have revealed and 

the data that has been uncovered. Does parking improve or hurt businesses, or is pedestrian 

infrastructure beneficial? Does widening the sidewalk increase foot traffic, and what gets people 

to come and spend time and money in a revitalized downtown? Majority rule does not always 

mean the best or correct choice, and I would like to see hired staff help people make informed 

decisions. 

• Downtown’s one-way streets are designed specifically to move more cars through downtown 

more quickly. We know the assumption is flawed. Businesses need slower, more thoughtful 

engagement with potential customers, travelers need safer routes and climate, and geometric 

realities mean we need to de-prioritize cars. Reopening the decision to maintain two one-way, 

three-lane main throughfares will radically transform the options available to us. 

• While the DCBA (Downtown Chico Business Association) and downtown businesses are vital, I do 

not want their fears of construction to stop progress from happening. 

• No separate bicycle lanes, but use the concept of cars as “guests” like they do in the Netherlands 

in many business districts. Speed limits are very low, and streets are engineered to make people 

very uncomfortable going faster than 10-15 mph. Motor vehicles yield to all other traffic 

pedestrians are free to cross anywhere, not just at intersections. 



 

• Don’t let the downtown businesses bully decisions being made. They are scared and just need 

reassurance that the final product is worth it. And it’s not just for them, it’s for all of us. We 

really need bike lanes on Main and Broadway. We cannot see true changes if we are only 

focused on vehicles. Bikes should not be pushed out onto peripheral streets. They need direct 

access to shops and restaurants as well as direct connections to existing bike lanes. 

• Prioritizing bikes is very important, but parking even now is a struggle; expanding and taking 

more parking away affects many. Parking structure opportunities and improved access to 

downtown are very beneficial to consider. 

• More trees, flowers, and bike lanes. The Saturday market is one of my favorite activities in Chico, 

but I have an idea to relocate the market to the downtown roads, similar to the Thursday 

market, in order to construct a parking garage near Wall St., across from the Garden walls. Get 

more students involved! Something for the hot summers, misters! 

• The downtown area is particularly hazardous for cyclists. Increased bike safety and infrastructure 

will improve visitation and business success. Slowing traffic will additionally promote a lively 

community atmosphere. Top priorities should be: one, protected bike lanes; two, reduced 

parking and increased bike parking; three, public spaces for seating and eating. 

• Aesthetics: Add more tree canopy. Environmental: Install bioswales to manage water runoff and 

increase urban canopy coverage. Recreation: Park benches for people to relax on, more sun 

protection. Safety: The intersection at 1st & Esplanade is hazardous for pedestrians, bicyclists, 

and traffic. There is always a food/drink delivery truck parked on the road as soon as you turn 

onto Broadway Street going South on Esplanade (in front of Aca Taco). 

• More trees, free parking, and connect downtown to Bidwell Park. 

• From a business owner’s perspective, not much is being addressed. The concerns our customers 

voice are access to parking and public safety. From an operator’s perspective, removing lanes 

can potentially create congestion and safety problems for delivery drivers. Thank you for your 

efforts. 

• I’m concerned about safety for all. The need for safe bathrooms for people who aren’t 

necessarily purchasing goods in a business. Example: I appreciate the appeal to all ages. 

Children’s Faire, Farmer’s Market x2, college students. 

• No bike lanes on Broadway and Main. Bulb out all crosswalks for pedestrian safety. Create a few 

Instagram vibe x walks. Lighting means more safety. Keep as much parking as possible (diagonal). 

Parking garage (new one). Close downtown 3rd or 4th to encourage a “third place” like Peace 

St./ Gram Valley. 

• As a small business owner, I am opposed to bike lanes on Main and Broadway. Please keep the 

bike lanes on Wall St. and Salem St. We cannot afford to lose parking spaces on Main and 

Broadway. Better sidewalks, no cracks or roots, and better lighting. 

• Improve connectivity between Chico High School and downtown. How will students ride through 

downtown to get to school? How can students quickly and effectively ride to lunch? Quick and 

safe bike routes equal more business for downtown. Many students use scooters- how will this 

be addressed? Idea: make the frontage road from CHA to the Mansion a bike-only lane for direct 

access from CHS to downtown. 



 

• Traffic calming is the most important priority: One or two traffic lanes, 10 ft wide. Two: time 

traffic lights on Main and Broadway for a 12-15 mph bicycle speed. Three: Install raised 

crosswalks like bicycle-friendly speed bumps on all four crossings at every intersection. Four: Put 

the parking between the bicycle lane and the motor vehicle lane. Five: Make it easy for a bicycle 

to roll up onto the sidewalks along the full length of the bike lanes (allows bicyclists to stop way 

find, patronize a business, greet a friend, etc.) Six: bike lanes on both Main and Broadway. 

• I think if we add bike paths, parking will become an issue. To counteract this I think we should 

put a parking garage where farmers markets are held and allow farmers markets to be held on 

the street like the ones on Thursday nights. 

• I think it is important to address this safety issue surrounding biking and accessibility, but as 

someone who’s mom owns a small business which is also where I work, I know how important 

parking accessibility is for more customers and to keep businesses afloat. Please take this into 

consideration. 

• In terms of parking, we definitely need more/another parking garage if the plan is to get rid of 

parking on the main streets like Broadway. I know the problem with the parking garage idea on 

Wall Street may take away Saturday morning market businesses, so I think they should solution 

that by making a parking garage somewhere else or moving the market to a close-by location. 

I’m in favor of the idea that we widen the sidewalks/introduce a bike-path where the parking is, 

but we need a solution for that parking issue, because that is a lot of people’s priority. 

• The intersection near children’s park and entering or exiting downtown from the avenues- the 

intersections here feel dangerous and hard to navigate by bike or foot. I’m always nervous 

entering downtown with the cars. It would be great to have a few core blocks on Broadway 

between Esplanade and the central plaza converted to pedestrians only. With a central planter 

and large trees that make downtown cooler. Less street parking, less cars, more them to exterior 

streets and parking garage. 

Aesthetics, Amenities & Community Vitality: 

• The downtown streets configuration is designed to move cars through downtown quickly. That is 

the opposite of what creates a healthy downtown. Main and Broadway are three lanes, 12’ wide 

and one-way creates a speedway that is unsafe. The posted speed limit doesn’t matter. The 

config allows them to drive fast. Need to convert one-ways to two-way traffic and create natural 

friction to slow vehicles. Many cities have done this (Lowell, Louisville, Vancouver). Increases 

business visibility and exposure and increases safety. 

• Downtown’s one-way streets are that way specifically to move more cars through downtown 

faster. We know the assumption is flawed. Businesses need slower, more thoughtful engagement 

with potential customers, travelers need safer routes and climate, and geometric realities mean 

we need to de-prioritize cars. Reopening the decision to maintain two one-way, three-lane main 

throughfares will radically transform the options available to us. 

• We need protected bike lanes for Broadway and Main Streets. Slower traffic to encourage 

people to come downtown to feel safe and shop. More outdoor dining options. Improve 

accessibility for those with mobility issues. Encourage Chico State students to leave the car at 



 

home and spend dollars downtown. Engage with Chico State students and Alternative 

Transportation Committee. 

• I honestly liked the complete streets project in its first iteration and would have been happy to 

see it come to fruition. I would love to see more limited car lanes (down to two), protected bike 

lanes, wider sidewalks, better lighting, more native plants, and accessibility access for people 

with mobility or visual impairments. Wayfinding and placemaking would be amazing too! I 

appreciate the level of feedback you all are taking and hope that the loud minority doesn’t stop 

very necessary progress for Downtown Chico. Thank you all! 

• No separate bicycle lanes but use the concept of cars as “guests” like they do in the Netherlands 

in many business districts. Speed limits are very low are streets are engineered to make people 

very uncomfortable going faster than 10-15 mph. Motor vehicles yield to all other traffic 

pedestrians are free to cross anywhere, not just at intersections. 

• Don’t let the downtown businesses bully decisions being made. They are scared and just need 

reassurance that the final product is worth it. And it’s not just for them, it’s for all of us. We 

really need bike lanes on Main and Broadway. We cannot see true changes if we are only 

focused on vehicles. Bikes should not be pushed out onto peripheral streets. They need direct 

access to shops and restaurants as well as direct connections to existing bike lanes. 

• I think more lighting would draw people trash cans will make the city cleaner and more people 

motivated. We need more vegetation that will thrive during worm seasons. Misters that serve as 

a multi and eco-friendly way. For example, the mist also waters the vegetation. Thank you! 

• More trees, flowers, bike lanes. Saturday market is one of my favorite activities in Chico, but one 

of my ideas is moving the market to the downtown roads like the Thursday market in order to 

put a parking garage near Wall St. across from Garden walls. Get more students involved! 

Something for the hot summers, misters! 

• I think it’s important to improve the safety of downtown for pedestrians and bikers. Driving is 

very confusing and one thing I’ve noticed is that there is not enough direction as to which streets 

are one ways. Where bike lanes are, and the stoplights being on the sides only decrease their 

visibility and lead to many drivers running lights. 

• The downtown area is very dangerous for bikes. Increased bike safety and infrastructure will 

improve visitation and business success. Slowing traffic will additionally promote a lively 

community atmosphere. Top priorities should be, one: protected bike lanes, two: reduced 

parking and increased bike parking, three: public spaces for seating and eating. 

• Aesthetics: Add more tree canopy. Environmental: Bioswales for water runoff, increase urban 

canopy. Recreation: Park benches for people to relax on, more sun protection. Safety: 

Intersection @ 1st & Esplanade is dangerous for pedestrians, bikers, and traffic. There is always a 

food/drink delivery truck parked in the road as soon as you turn onto Broadway Street going 

South on Esplanade (in front of Aca Taco). 

• Fantastic Presentation and communication. So far, the process seems sincere at heart! It’s so 

important- thanks. It’s exciting to have the opportunity to re-Invision downtown Chico. Not only 

for locals, but people love to travel to walkable/bikeable places. It can be a big bonus to draw 

people to Chico. Super important to connect bike/walking paths into downtown. 



 

• More trees, free parking, connect downtown to Bidwell Park. 

• Please add the Chico Safe Streets Coalition to your list of stakeholders! Contact me: 

• No bike lanes on Broadway and Main. Bulb out all crosswalks for pedestrian safety. Create a few 

Instagram vibe x walks. Lighting means more safety. Keep as much parking as possible (diagonal). 

Parking garage (new one). Close downtown 3rd or 4th to encourage a “third place” like peace 

st./ Gram Valley. 

• As a small business owner I am opposed to bike lanes on Main and Broadway. Please keep the 

bike lanes on Wall St. and Salem St. We cannot afford to lose parking spaces on Main and 

Broadway. Better sidewalks, no cracks or roots and better lighting. 

• I think if we add bike paths, parking will become an issue. To counteract this I think we should 

put a parking garage where farmers markets are held and allow farmers markets to be held on 

the street like the ones on Thursday nights. 

• More trees and more flowers. Less cars and safer places. 

• The downtown area is very dangerous for slow walkers due to the limited seconds to cross the 

street and als9 dangerous for bikers. We need flashing crosswalks and noticeable bike lanes. If 

we remove a lane for car, but increased the length of the light the same amount of cars will be 

able to pass through. Also, the speed limit is too fast. Downtown is beautiful, there is no reason 

to speed through it and put others in danger. 

• Our downtown is very beautiful, unique and historical, but revitalizing is necessary for 

sustainability and growth. I love time in European towns for the wide sidewalks, safe bike lanes, 

large amount of outdoor dining and shopping, and cars are necessary too; however, to increase 

buyers, so logic seems to be another method level structure. This also supports apartments 

above increasing income for owners. Chico downtown with more art! Can become a true 

destination for tourism. Chico state family. As an Enloe employee for over 20 years, I will also 

support recruitment. 

• In terms of parking, we definitely need another parking garage if the plan is to eliminate parking 

on main streets like Broadway. The parking garage idea on Wall Street may displace Saturday 

morning market businesses, so they should address this by either locating a parking garage 

elsewhere or relocating the market to a nearby site. I’m in favor of the idea of widening the 

sidewalks and introducing a bike path where parking is currently located. Still, we need a 

solution to the parking issue, as it is a priority for many people. 

• The intersection near the children’s park and the areas where people enter or exit downtown 

from the avenues - the intersections here feel dangerous and difficult to navigate by bike or on 

foot. I’m always nervous entering downtown with the cars. It would be great to have a few core 

blocks on Broadway between Esplanade and the central plaza converted to pedestrian-only. 

With a central planter and large trees that make downtown cooler. Less street parking, fewer 

cars, more of them on exterior streets and parking garages. 

• I want protected bike lanes on Main and Broadway. More lighting in the streets outside of 

downtown. Shade trees through downtown. 

• Wide bike lanes support older adults (including those using tricycles)—dropped bike lanes on 

8th and throughout. Permeable materials weather the passage of CAP adoption and extreme 



 

heat within this plan—Non-block street treatment. Cool pavement. Solar paint on campus. 

Protect fish in creeks. 

• More outdoor seating would be so excellent for the community! That’s all I want. Thank you! 

• If you remove all the trees that impact certain areas, it destroys the illusion of a natural climate 

and breezeway feel. An arborist should develop alternative methods or solutions. 

Other: 

• During the meeting, community comments regarding opposition to the project's timing were 

hushed, as it appears that the independent companies controlling the initial sewer and 

downtown infrastructure projects have a significant amount of influence. Will they have regard 

for the community? 

• The website for this project should be the source of the most current information, including 

meetings, maps, and other details. However, for today’s meeting, it wasn’t. I couldn’t send it to 

my friends to encourage them to attend the event. 

• DREDF should be a consultant—inclusion of climate action plan and adoption of extreme heat 

plan for 2025 and beyond. 

 

 


